The psychologist's role in hostage negotiations.
The purpose of this article is to examine the proper role of the psychologist who serves as a consultant to a hostage negotiation team. Mental health consultants can be beneficial to law enforcement during these times of crisis if they are aware of the appropriate role they play. This article discusses preferred characteristics of a mental health professional serving in this capacity and focuses on the various tasks required of a psychologist on the scene of a barricade.